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All Saints’ Day

November 1, AD 1999
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John and Tom Henning

Californians for Same-Sex Marriage

Post Office Box 46336

Los Angeles, CA  90046-0336

Dear John and Tom:

It is my pleasure to offer both my personal endorsement and that of the Ecumenical Catholic Church for your endeavors to eliminate the bias in California’s marriage laws.

Since its inception in 1987, the Ecumenical Catholic Church has supported gay and lesbian marriage, and we have conducted them using exactly the same liturgy as for straight marriages.  In fact, our canon law specifically states, “No distinction shall be made in this denomination or any of its constituent organizations or authorities between heterosexual and homosexual marriages” (Canon XX.14).  We believe that it is specifically because of marriage’s position as a Christian sacrament that theology itself dictates the equivalency of gay, lesbian, and heterosexual marriages.  
A formal resolution of the church is in the making and will be sent to you upon receiving the signatures.  In the mean time, you may still use our name as you see fit.

Enclosed also for your information is a copy of a paper I distributed on the subject of same-sex marriage at the National Religious Leadership Roundtable meeting last August in Colorado Springs.  The NRLR is planning to work against Proposition 22 (the “Knight Initiative”), and I will be trying to get them to take a formal stand in support of your work.  Also enclosed is the ECC’s resolution against Knight and a copy of a letter that I sent to all the Roman Catholic bishops of California to get them to change their mind on Knight.

As you know, I am personally excited about your endeavors and will support you in any way possible.  I am overjoyed to finally see the gay community take a positive stand for something it needs and wants rather than simply reacting against the negative.  I believe that this can be a source of spiritual enlightenment for our people and that’s emotional impact is only yet to be realized.







Grace, Peace, and Love,







Most Rev. Mark S. Shirilau, Ph.D.







Archbishop and Primate

The Ecumenical Catholic Church


Executive Offices of the Primate


20 Lincoln,  Irvine,  California  92604-1947


(949) 451-1531  (  (707) 865-2318  (  Fax  (949) 654-3703














The Most Reverend


Mark Shirilau, Ph.D.


Archbishop and Primate


(949) 451-1531


(707) 865-2318


PlusMark@aol.com








The Most Reverend


Jack Isbell


Bishop of Napa


(707) 255-0406


RevJack@napanet.net








The Most Reverend


Robert W. Martin


Bishop of


Oklahoma City


(405) 755-9175








The Most Reverend


Stephen D. Sinclair


Bishop of Chattahoochee


(706) 221-2364








The Reverend Lyle


Kesecker-Dotson


Vocations Director


(541) 929-3928


FrLyle@ecchurch.org








Healing Spirit Press


Irvine, CA


(707) 451-1531








Holy Apostles Seminary


Villa Grande, California


(707) 865-2318








Order of the Incarnation
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