Response to Oklahoman Editorial of 06/30/2003
What a sad commentary on your lack of understanding of marriage that you present in Monday’s “O, Canada” editorial.  You thought “Marriage was fairly secure in America” but now is somehow threatened by gay marriage in Canada or worse, the US.  Have you forgotten about the 50% divorce rate?  What about spousal abuse, alcoholism, selfishness, anger, and all the real threats to marriage?

Marriages are threatened by real tragedies within themselves, not by whether or not two men or two women living across the street are married to each other.  If you article were presented by Jay Leno as a joke, it would be hilarious.  Presented by someone who really believes it is sad, if not just plain disgusting. 

If marriage is of such little value that extending it to gay couples somehow “threatens” it, then maybe we’re better off without it.  Give us a break and deal with the things that really do threaten people’s lives together and their children, not some political bigotry of ignorance.

Archbishop Mark Shirilau

Submitted by Internet 07/04/2003

The Editorial, from The Oklahoman, June 30, 2003
O, Canada:  Northern Assault Threatens Marriage

We thought the institution of marriage was fairly secure in the United States – notwithstanding legislation recognizing civil unions in the republic of Vermont.

If not public opinion polls showing overwhelming support for traditional marriage, then surely the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) passed a few years ago in Congress made it clear the one man-one woman model was to be protected in America.  

Looks like we thought wrong.

The legalization of homosexual marriage in Canada and legal challenges to DOMA in this country signal new threats to traditional marriage are at hand.

In Canada, an appeals court in Ontario ruled earlier this month that the country’s ban on homosexual marriage is unconstitutional.  As a result, Prime Minister Jean Chretien says a law to legalize same-sex marriage is coming soon.

The effect is fairly obvious.  Homosexual s married north of the border will return to the United States expecting their unions to be recognized, with all of the same rights and standing as traditional marriages.  

Democrat Howard Dean, a candidate for president ….* on NBC’s “Meet the Press” that if elected he would “insist that every state find a way to recognize the same legal rights for gay couples as they do for everybody else.”

Dean went on:  “If a couple goes to Canada and gets married, when they come back, they should have exactly the same legal rights as every other American.”

This would be even more frightening if Dean was electable.  But the basic point is scary enough:  Developments in Canada will put tremendous pressure on the United States to do as Dean says, to begin recognizing those unions as legal and meriting the same benefits as traditional marriages.

In this country, homosexual groups are mounting challenges to DOMA, which has been adopted in some form by 37 states, including Oklahoma.  The Massachusetts Supreme Court is considering a case right now, and similar challenges will appear in other states as well.

As we say, the ground upon which traditional marriage rests again is under assault.  Those in Congress who’ve de…*
*My existing copy of the article cut off a few words at these two places.  

