[image: image1.jpg]


The Most Reverend Dr.

Mark Steven Shirilau


St. Hilda, Abbess
November 18, AD 2003
The Honorable Mitt Romney
Governor of Massachusetts
State House Room 109-A
Boston, MA  02133-1010
Dear Governor Romney:

The Ecumenical Catholic Church commends the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court in its ruling regarding marriage.  This ruling sets the stage for our entire nation to move forward with liberty, justice, and religious freedom for all of its citizens.  We hope that you will work with the Legislature to quickly pass laws to fully implement non-discriminatory marriage in Massachusetts.  We also encourage you to avoid any sort of second-class separation such as the civil union system of Vermont or the domestic partnership of California.  History has proven that “separate but equal” simply is not.
We are sure that many will be claiming that this act somehow denigrates marriage and that you should act to “protect” the institution.  Such arguments are simply ludicrous.  Limiting marriage to any particular subset of the population is simply incapable of “protecting” it.  Good marriages come from committed loving partners, regardless of gender.
Likewise others will argue that marriage is a sacrament and has been “between a man and a woman” from time immemorial.  These arguments are flawed both theologically and historically.  We wholeheartedly agree that marriage is a sacrament.  A sacrament is a means by which God pours out His grace on human beings for the blessing of the world.  It is pompous and presumptuous to argue that God is incapable of using two men or two women as fully and surely as He can use a man-woman team.  Limiting marriage to male-female couples infringes upon the religious liberty of those many people of faith, including some of our own parishioners, who live fruitful lives together with others of the same sex in a committed relationship of service and love.  

Furthermore, we all know that marriage has not been “between one man and one woman” since the beginning.  The Bible itself is full of polygamous marriages.  Noted history professor and Boston native Dr. John Boswell has demonstrated that same-sex marriage was common in the early centuries of the Church.  Whatever it has done, the institution of marriage has continued to change and reform itself as history marches forward.  While the action of the Massachusetts Court is an important step forward, it surely does not reflect the first time in history that the general nature of marriage has changed.  Anyone who argues that the concept of marriage itself will be damaged by the recognition of same-sex marriages simply does not know history very well.
Others may argue that marriage is for procreation, and that same-sex couples are not capable of such.  If that is the case, then the state should dissolve male-female marriages when one or both of the partners ceases being of childbearing age, and couples should have to demonstrate both physical fertility and mental desire to have children before being allowed to marry.  Since that is nowhere the case, the child-raising value of marriage, while perhaps important, is surely not a prerequisite for a good and valid marriage.  Furthermore, there is no evidence that children raised by two men or two women are any less functional than those raised by a man and a woman.  The so-called “complementarity” of males and females is an antiquated relic of medieval thought and makes even less sense than arguing that marriage should only take place between one extrovert and one introvert.  
As the issue of same-sex marriage evolves in our society, there are many opponents who boldly present themselves as representing “Christianity,” “the Church,” “people of faith,” or even Jesus or God.  They pretend that religious people are in agreement that marriage should be restricted to male-female couples.  That is simply not true.  God is Creator of “all things visible and invisible.”  That includes both the heterosexuality and homosexuality that is demonstrated so abundantly throughout our nature as vertebrates.  God uses natural diversity for the benefit of the world.  Many already have learned that society is improved when stable same-sex marriages take their place beside stable different-sex marriages.  

You have a chance to speak boldly and straightforwardly on this important subject.  Please do it with bold resolution.  When you enact the legislation ordered by your court and become our nation’s first state to legally recognize what actually already is fact – that good, valid, and socially beneficial marriage exists between males and males, between females and females, and between males and females – you will have spoken an important truth and made our whole nation better.
This truly is an issue of national importance, and I would be happy to speak with you personally about the subject or to provide you with additional information.






Grace and Peace,






(Most Rev.) Mark Shirilau, Ph.D.
Archbishop and Primate

The Ecumenical Catholic Church

Primate of the Ecumenical Catholic Church  (  archbishop@ecchurch.org

20 Lincoln  (  Irvine, CA  92604-1947  (  (949) 451-1531  (  Fax (949) 654-3703

