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Dear Brother in Christ:

Today on your interview for Face the Nation, you stated a goal to “lead this world toward more peace and freedom.”  Yet your position on marriage is hardly one that leads us toward more freedom, and your belief that marriage should be limited to male-female couples therefore directly contravenes this goal.  Restricting the ability of two men or two women to form a marriage based upon mutual love and commitment inhibits freedom.  The desire of some so-called Christians to encode this discrimination into our Constitution is nothing short of appalling.  I pray that you vigorously oppose that narrow-minded and hateful view.

The anti-marriage forces within the conservative Christian bodies are very strong.  (Yes, I do use the term “anti-marriage” for those who would limit marriage to only male-female couples, because they oppose God’s ability to bless whomever He chooses with the grace of marriage.)  But do not think that those people speak for either Jesus Himself or all of the Church.  Many of us within the Christian Church have been performing same-sex marriages for many years.  It is just a matter of time for civil society to catch up with us.  The Massachusetts Supreme Court has done a wonderful job in pushing this important issue forward, and you should stand behind their decision and support it.

Please include marriage as you lead our nation to freedom, including the freedom to marry whomever someone may choose, free of the arbitrary criterion of gender.  A truly free society will realize that it is equally blessed by both same-sex and different-sex marriages and that prohibiting Tom and Ben from marrying in no way “protects” Jim and Sally’s marriage.
Grace and Peace,
Most Rev. Mark S. Shirilau, PhD
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