The Most Reverend Dr.

Mark Steven Shirilau


Villa Grande, California

The Sunday of the Passion

April 4, AD 2004

The Most Reverend William F. Levada

Roman Catholic Archbishop of San Francisco

One Peter Yorke Way

San Francisco, CA  94109-6602

Dear Brother in Christ:

It is disappointing to hear that you are working in opposition to San Francisco’s pro-marriage activities.  The mayor and his actions have been very beneficial as our nation moves forward to leave behind the most glaring aspect of discrimination remaining in America.  Up until now, we have been counting it a blessing that you had not voiced opposition to the city’s acts, unlike the disturbing anti-marriage statements made by our brother Sean in Boston regarding his state’s supreme court’s acts.

As Christians, the first thing that marriage is for us is a commitment, based upon Baptism, through which God blesses a team for the good of the Church and the world.  That is the very reason why marriage is a sacrament.  To say that God cannot use two men or two women as surely as He can use a man-woman team is nearly blasphemous and certainly puts us in a position of telling God what He can and cannot do.  I can personally cite many same-sex marriages that have been true blessings for the Church, for the world, and for all who came in contact with the married partners.

Perhaps even more importantly, when bishops and other Church leaders take opposition to this positive movement, some people turn away from Christ.  Even if just one person rejects Christ because of the Church’s narrow-mindedness or bigotry, we have acted shamefully as those charged with spreading the Gospel.  That, after all, is our chief calling as ministers.  Particularly during this Holy Week we must be aware that our religion is all about God’s Love.  The message of the Cross is that Love redeems all, not that our perceived moral rectitude has anything to do with salvation.  When the Church rants and raves against loving actions like same-sex marriages, it paints a conflicted picture of the Gospel that, quite frankly, many people simply cannot buy.  Unfortunately, though, most of these people simply turn away from our message altogether, not having the theological insight to separate the errors of popes, pastors, and bishops from the essential Truth of Christ.

I pray that you, like your heterosexual parishioner and mayor, will come to realize that we are indeed increasing the love of God by celebrating these many beautiful gay and lesbian marriages.  You should not work to limit those of us Christian clergy who long have celebrated the sacraments of Christ equally among His people.  If you don’t feel in your heart that you can personally support this move toward nondiscrimination, please at least refrain from working against it.  Of course your active voice of support would help easy the struggle as our culture moves through this important issue of equality.

In the long run, we as Christians will all benefit by championing the causes of love and justice, rather than holding on to outdated and erroneous teachings.  The greatest benefit will come as the Gospel is proclaimed and accepted by a society who sees us on the side of truth.  We must remember that the earth continued to revolve around the sun even when the Church said Galileo was wrong.  We should learn from that historical mistake and not repeat it in the present.  I have no doubt that 500 years from today society will look back and say the same about the obvious validity and benefits of same-sex marriages.  The Christian Church has before it the opportunity to champion Love, justice, and truth by supporting this growth in society, or to once again be seen as burying its head in the sand and not getting the very basic nature of its Founder.  Surely we all – and ultimately the Gospel itself – will benefit if we take the progressive stand.

I pray that you will have a blessed Holy Week and joyous Easter.

Grace and Peace,

Most Rev. Mark S. Shirilau, Ph.D.

Archbishop and Primate

The Ecumenical Catholic Church
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The Honorable Gavin C. Newsom


Mayor of San Francisco


1 Carlton Goodlett Plaza, Room 200


San Francisco, CA  94102-4681


L. J. Carusone


Marriage Equality California


Post Office Box 8


Venice, CA  90294-0008


Molly McKay


Marriage Equality California
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