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RE:  Support of Same-Sex Marriage and AB 1967
I had hoped to join many of my ministerial colleagues in visiting the capitol this coming Monday in support of AB 1967 and other movements within our state to end discrimination in marriage.  Unfortunately a prior commitment that evening prevents me from coming to Sacramento.  The issue is so vital, however, that I am writing to each of you, particularly with the intent of demonstrating that the “religious” position on this subject is definitely not represented by the vocal opponents of gay marriage.

It particularly saddens me that the Vatican and Roman Catholic bishops are so opposed to marriage nondiscrimination and appear to add their voices to the radical fundamentalists.  Unfortunately it took Rome about 500 years to finally admit that Galileo was right.  In the mean time, the earth still continued revolving around the sun.  The issue of progress toward a better understanding of marriage has very similar parallels.  While we are waiting for the whole Church to finally realize that gay marriage is a good thing, God will continue blessing same-sex couples and using them for the betterment of the world.
This, after all, is the basic purpose of marriage.  Marriage is a sacrament because it is a means for God to make the world better through teamwork.  It is a commitment derived from Baptism.  It is all about working together for good.  It is not primarily about sex and not about procreation.  We realize this fact all too well in the marriages of the elderly, but so many in our society have a bias that prohibits their seeing it among gay couples.  Fortunately that erroneous and bigoted perception is gradually fading in our culture, but it is the state’s job to push us forward out of error and into the light.  Government does that with racism, and it must do so likewise with marriage.  We cannot rely solely on polls or even votes to determine what is good and right.  There are many states and localities where a popular vote would reinstate racial segregation.  The legislature and the courts must lead in truth, justice, and love.
The Ecumenical Catholic Church considers gay, lesbian, and heterosexual marriage to be exactly equivalent.  I have personally officiated at many same-sex marriages during the last twenty years, and I know that God blesses them just as surely as He blesses different-sex marriages.  When the state refuses to grant these couples marriages licenses, it discriminates.  There is no other way to look at it.
The radical right and the other anti-marriage groups call it “protecting marriage,” but this argument is so hollow that even comics make fun of it.  As the courts are beginning to realize, heterosexual marriages simply are not harmed by the existence of same-sex marriage.  There are now some 4,000 same-sex civil marriages in California (let alone the thousands of religious marriages that have existed for years).  There is not one heterosexual couple whose marriage has been harmed by their existence.  The “protect marriage” argument is a lie.

The facts are that “marriage” as an institution has changed dramatically through the course of history.  Even within our present world there are many cultures in which our dominant view of love-based marriage is odd or even considered immoral.  It is particularly dishonest that the “straights only” groups cite the Bible, when it is the Bible itself that openly condones polygamy.  “And Jacob took his two wives, Leah and Rachel...”  The Genesis story tells how our ancestor in faith bought two sisters to be his wives.  It is very disingenuous of religious conservatives to say the Bible speaks in their favor about the subject of marriage.

In any case, the state’s role is not to interpret the Bible.  Yet by limiting marriage in a biased manner in which neither citizens nor scholars nor religious leaders agree is in fact making a religious interpretation.  And in this case, I would say categorically that the present marriage laws make an erroneous religious interpretation.  Perhaps you are not aware that the major Protestant denominations – the Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Presbyterians, and others – are wrestling with this very issue within their internal political structures.  It is only a matter of time before one of them starts celebrating gay marriages, and the other will probably follow.  The legislature will look foolish when the mainline denominations have moved forward and the government itself is holding on to an outdated religious bias.  You do not want to be on the side that still is claiming “the sun has to revolve around the earth.”
Love and commitment are what marriage is all about.  Good psychology tells us that.  An honest look at religion tells us that.  The common people are gradually realizing that.  You, like I, are called to lead the people forward into truth and light.  The government has a long history doing that.  AB 1967 is a way to end this discrimination in marriage.  It will enable the courts to move past the long debates about the validity of San Francisco’s recent acts and open the doors of marriage equally and fairly to all Californians, and ultimately Americans, as they should and must ultimately be.
I am sorry that some of you have already decided against this important bill.  I hope this letter will help you will change your mind and realize that Christians are not on one side of this fence.  I know others of you are in favor of the bill and even sponsor it.  Thank you for making our state better.  I hope some of these statements will help you enlighten others.  I would welcome all of you to visit our church’s website at www.ecchurch.org/marriage.htm where we have posted many informative writings on the subject.  I would also be happy to discuss this further with you in person.  It is a vitally important move for our state to make.  Please vote in favor of AB 1967, the Marriage License Non-Discrimination Act.  To paraphrase a trendy phrase, I am confident it is “what Jesus would do.”  
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